
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 27, 2025  2nd Sunday of Eastertide 

Service of Word 
                                                                                � Please stand in body or spirit 
 
Prelude    Fantasy Prelude on an Easter Hymn  Gilbert M. Martin 
 
 
Greeting 
 
 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements                             
 
 We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 
� Call to Worship  

  
 Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen, indeed!  
  
 Alleluia! Celebrate God in this sacred space!  
 Celebrate God in all places under heaven! 
 Give praise for God’s mighty deeds! 
 Give praise for God’s resurrecting power! 
 
 Praise God with a fanfare of trumpets. 
 Praise God with the harp and the cello! 
 
 



 Praise God with tambourines and dancing! 
 Praise God with flutes and guitars! 
 
 Praise God with cymbals and drums! 
 Let everything with life and breath praise God! 
  
 Let us worship God! 
 
 
� Opening Hymn  Easter People, Raise Your Voices                    REGENT SQUARE 
 

 
 
 
� Invocation    
      
 God of the Resurrection, you open the tomb and invite us to sing and dance in the  new 
 life you give us. In Jesus Christ, whose wounds are not erased but glorified in 
 resurrection, touch our wounds that they may be transformed into channels of healing for 
 others. Holy Spirit, breathe into us the power to forgive so that all may have new life. In 
 the name of Jesus we pray.   
 Amen. 
  
 Let us sing praise to God. 
 We will continually praise God’s holy name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� Gloria Patri    Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me            Paul M. Vasile 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Children’s Moment                              
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Testament Lesson Acts 5:27-32 
 
 When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
 questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here 
 you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s 
 blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any 
 human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by 
 hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he 
 might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these 
 things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 
  

Hymn     Breathe on Me, Breath of God                                   TRENTHAM 
 

 
 
 
New Testament Lesson Revelation 1:4-8 
 
 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
 who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 
 from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
 of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to 
 be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 
 and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those 
 who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 
 Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 
 who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� Hymn            When Thomas Heard From Jesus                                  AURELIA 
 

 
 
 
� Gospel Lesson  John 20:19-31 
 
 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
 where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
 among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands 
 and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
 again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said 
 this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
 sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But 
 Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
 came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
 “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
 and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the 
 house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
 among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 



 here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
 believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 
 believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
 come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
 are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
 Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
 name. 
 
 The word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sermon                                                                The Reverend Dr. Greg Gray                  
  
   
Sharing our Concerns  
 
 For all these persons and all who are in need. 
 Hold your people near, O God. 
 
 
Sharing our Joys 
 
 We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
 Thanks be to God. 
  
 
Pastoral Prayer   
 

 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
� Passing of the Peace 
 
 The peace of Christ be with you 
 And also with you. 



Response to the Peace  May Peace Flow                              Mark A. Miller 
 

 
 
 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
 God gives new life to all that is, including ourselves and all that sustains us. So let  
 our tithes and offerings be our songs of praise and thanksgiving in response to the  God 
 who loves us and frees us! 
 
 
 
Offertory   Now the Green Blade Riseth           arr Michael McCabe 
 
 
 
� Doxology       Easter Doxology                                            OLD 100th  
 

 
 
 
 
� Prayer of Dedication 
 
 Holy One, bless our offerings and transform them into healing for the wounded, hope for 
 the disheartened, courage for the frightened, and faith for the embittered. In the name of 
 Jesus Christ, your faithful witness, the first resurrected, and ruler of the sovereigns of the 
 earth. Amen. 



� Closing Hymn    Show Me Your Hands, Your Feet, Your Side                 DETROIT 
 

 
 
 
 
� Benediction 
 
 
 
Postlude   Festive Postlude on “Truro”     Mary McDonald 
   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



WISE FOR MENTAL HEALTH COVENANT 

We, Enfield UCC, commit ourselves to providing and promoting education, activities, and 
resources for individuals and families, as well as advocating for legislative action and 
collaborating with other mental health organizations. To that end, we joyously extend our 
church’s compassionate welcome and love to members and non-members alike who experience 
mental illnesses or are touched by them. 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT 

We covenant with God and each other to live as Jesus has taught. Following God’s example, we 
strive to be a Christian Community welcoming you no matter who you are. No matter your 
physical or mental ability, race, ethnicity, political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender 
identity/expression, marital status, or economic status, you are truly welcome. We acknowledge 
past hurts individuals may have experienced and look to offer a safe, non- judgmental space for 
all who want to know God in Christ. This covenant includes the right to participate equally and 
fully in all aspects of the life and ministry of this congregation. In a spirit of understanding, we 
strive for collaboration as we seek to become the fully inclusive community of faith that God 
calls us to be. 

 

ENFIELD UCC GUN POLICY 

Gun violence continues to exist in the United States as a public health issue, one that requires 
reform in policy and culture. Enfield UCC is a gun-free zone, and no one may bring a firearm on 
the premises unless explicitly authorized by the pastor and/or moderator. 
The United Church of Christ is a proponent of gun safety and gun control and supports policies 
including:  

• strengthen the licensing and registration of handgun transfers 
• restrict firearm possession by persons convicted of violent crimes and by juveniles 
• limit handgun purchases to one per month 
• strengthen regulation of gun dealers 
• increase civil and criminal liability for misuse of firearms 
• prohibit semiautomatic assault weapons, Saturday night specials, explosive ammunition 

and large capacity magazines 
• require gun safety devices 
• require training in the safe use of firearms as a condition of licensing 

We encourage everyone to be in touch with legislators, urging them to pass legislation that 
restricts the sale of firearms. 


